                      Western Europe     

          During the high middle ages in Western Europe they started to have the devotion to the saints in which they didn’t have during the 500 through 1000 C.E, the popes ultimate authority persisted, also Europe kept expanding.
                  In Europe during the time period 500 through 1000 C.E Christianity had no devotion towards the saints until the time 1000 C.E to 1500 C.E in which the devotion to the saints became more popular. According to the church teachings, saints were human beings who had led such exemplary lives that God held them on special esteem. Medieval Europeans constantly prayed for saints to look after their spiritual interests and to ensure them admission to heaven. They invoked the aid of saints who had reputations for helping living people as well as souls of the dead. During the high middle ages, the most popular saint was the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus, who personified the Christian ideal of womanhood, love, sympathy, and who reportedly lavished aid on her devotees. Medieval Europeans went to great lengths to express their adoration of the Virgin and other saints through the veneration of their relics and physical remains, widely believed to retain the powers associated with the holy individuals themselves.
             When the Western Roman Empire collapsed, the papacy survived and claimed spiritual authority over all the lands formerly embraced by the empire. For a century after the dissolution of the western empire, who seemed to be the natural heirs to the emperors of Rome. In the late sixth century, however, the popes acted more independtly and devoted their efforts to strengthing the western Christian churches based at Rome and clearly distinguishing it from the eastern Christian church based at Constantinople. The individual for providing the Roman church with its sense of direction was Pope Gregory I during the late sixth century the Lombards consolidated their hold on the Italian Peninsula, menacing Rome and the Roman church by mobilizing local resources and organizing the defense of Rome. Gregory reasserted papal primacy- the claim that the bishop of Rome was the ultimate authority in the Christian church. Gregory strengthed the Roman church further by extending its appeal and winning new converts in Western Europe. 

              During the high middle ages, the relationship between western European peoples and their neighbors underwent dramatic change. Powerful states, economic expansion and demographic growth all strengthed European society while church officials encouraged the colonization Pagan and Muslim lands as a way to extend the influence of Roman Catholic Christianity. In the Baltic region Europeans conquered and introduced Christianity to Prussia, Livonia, Lithuania, and Finland. In the Mediterranean basin Europeans recaptured Spain and the Mediterranean islands that Muslims had conquered between the eighth and tenth centuries. Knights from all over Europe mounted enormous campaigns designed to seize the holy land of Palestine from Muslims and place it under the Christian authority. Europeans were beginning to play a much larger role in the affairs of the eastern hemisphere than they had during the early middle ages.
           In Western Europe the devotion to the saints became more popular during the high middle ages than the early middle ages. During the early middle ages the pope had ultimate authority as it also persisted in the high middle ages, also Europe kept expanding. 

